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and they are required to take in and retain every kind of case
occurring in their neighbourhood.

It is surprising that the Lunacy Commissioners do not
recommend asylums to be national instead of parochial or
district; then the patients could be received as now into
the asylum in their neighbourhood and sent after a few
weeks’ observation to an institution where the companionship
would at least not retard their recovery, and chronic cases

might be drafted from one asylum to another, giving them a
change of air and surroundings occasionally which might
ameliorate their condition materially. Hoping you will find
room in your invaluable journal for the above and that
those who read it and have any power in these matters will

give the matter due consideration,
I am, Sirs, yours faithfully,

Paisley, March 10th, 1900. JOHN B. HUNTER, M.D. Glasg.JOHN B. HUNTER, M.D. Glasg.

BIRMINGHAM.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

The Consultative Institute.
AN intimation has been given officially that this institute

will be opened at an early date, consulting rooms having
been taken and fitted up with every convenience and all
modern requirements. It is also stated that the committee
have secured the services of a highly qualified medical man
who is to be the first consulting physician appointed to
the institute. This gentleman’s qualifications are given at
length, and bills, pamphlets, and detailed information are said
to be in process of supply to the manufactories, trading
establishments, and mercantile offices of the city. It re-
mains to be seen how far all these preparations will result
in success, but I do not envy the position of the medical
man who, in opposition to the profession among whom he is
about to locate himself and in face of the strong expression
of opinion by the leading medical press, occupies a post under
such exceptional conditions.

Training Institution for Nurses. 
z

The annual meeting of the supporters of this institution,
held on Feb. 23rd. showed that much good work had been done
during the year. 555 families had been attended. The number
of nurses on the staff was 66, of whom 55 were trained nurses
and 11 were probationers. The statement of accounts showed
that there was an income of .65496 and an expenditure of
3318, leaving a balance to be carried forward of 21.78. The
chairman congratulated the committee and expressed his
satisfaction at the substantial provision made for pensions
and at the contribution made to the District Nursing Society.
The usual votes of thanks were passed and Dr. Rickards was
re-elected honorary physician, Mr. Barl!ng honorary surgeon,
and Dr. E. Malins honorary gynecologist to the institution.

Needless Deaths of Children.
In connexion with an inquest held on a small baby the

coroner expressed himself strongly on the subject of over-
lying as a cause of death in infants. In this particular case
the father, mother, and a girl occupied the bed into which
the baby was taken. Obviously the smallest had the worst
chance in such a condition. The coroner stated that in
Birmingham 80 children died every year from suffocation,
and 75 of these deaths were absolutely preventable. English
mothers clung to the practice of having their children in bed
with them and while they did so the risk to life would con-
tinue. It is a question whether any legislation can prevent
this practice of overcrowding, but it is a lamentable fact
which presses upon the consideration of humanitarians.
Unfortunately, in large towns this evil is a common one and
most difficult to prevent either by precept or by law.
March 13th. 

_________________

LIVERPOOL.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

The Report of the Head Constable of Lirerpool for l899.
THE report of the head constable of Liverpool for the year

1893 contains much valuable information. It deals with the
police establishment and the state of crime, and gives tabular
returns. It is interesting to find that instruction in " first
aid" to the sick and injured is now given systematically to

all constables. Fifteen years ago there was hardly an
exception to the absolute ignorance of the force as

to what should be done in cases of accident or sick-
ness in the streets. " Put him in a cart and send
him to hospital " was the invariable rule, with what
results to the unfortunate patients may be imagined. Now
no fewer than 1650 constables have received certificates
of efficiency from the St. John Ambulance Association,
and the few who have not received them (recruits, &c.) are

now undergoing instruction. To prove the value of what has
been done in this direction it is only necessary to mention
that last year the Liverpool police rendered "first aid" in
803 cases, and that in 484 of these cases they were highly
commended by the medical men who ultimately took charge
of the cases. In connexion with this subject it may be men-
tioned that in 1882 wheeled ambulance litters were placed
at every police-station in the city to provide proper means of
transport; a year or two later the Northern Hospital and
subsequently the Royal Southern Hospital provided horse
ambulances fully equipped for their respective districts ; and
in January, 1898, the city council, on the recommendation
of the Watch Committee, authorised the establishment
in connexion with the police of a complete horse ambulance
service for the entire city. The benefit of all these pro-
visions to sick and injured persons has been incalculable.
Instruction in swimming and life-saving has also been intro-
duced and now many constables have passed the tests of the
National Life-Saving Society. Instruction in drill and
gymnastics is also now systematically imparted to all
recruits, with great advantage to health, strength, smart-

ness, and efficiency. With regard to the crimes committed
in Liverpool, the head constable reports that in the five
years ended 1889 there were 30,889 indictable crimes com-
mitted in Liverpool. In the five years ended 1899 there were
only 19,863 such crimes and this notwithstanding the largely
increased population. The most satisfactory reduction of all
is shown in crimes of violence. For the five years ended 1889
these numbered 1515. whilst for the five years ended 1899
they numbered only 790. There is one offence in the reports
the figures for which form a very large proportion of the
total, and the great reduction of which seems to confirm and
accentuate the evidence of improvement furnished by the
record of indictable offences. Drunkenness, black as the

figures have been, shows an enormous reduction, being only
one-fourth of what it was 25 years ago. At the same time the
head constable remarks that he deals with " illegal "
drunkenness. It is not a record of all drunkenness. For
it is obvious that persons getting drunk at home, or persons
who (even though the worse for drink in the streets)
are not incapable or riotous or in charge of any
horse or cart, commit no offence against the law. For the
five years ending in 1874 the average annual number of cases
of drunkenness was 19,193, whilst for the five years ending
in 1899 the figures had decreased to 4768. Indictable
offences last year numbered only 3504, as against 4314 in
the previous year. Crimes of violence show a reduction of
52, being only 82 last year, as against 134 in the previous
year. The head constable lays much stress on the diminu-
tion in all kinds of crime in Liverpool during the last 15
years, so much so that he has advised the Watch Committee
to diminish the police force by 100 men.

Proposed Amalga1JUttion of Two Liverpool Hospitals.
The Lord Mayor, in moving the adoption of the report of

the committee of St. Paul’s Eye Hospital at the annual
meeting held on March 12th at the town-hall, referred to the
usefulness and popularity of the hospital among the working-
classes. The work had now outgrown the building and the
people of Liverpool ought to assist the committee in pro-
viding a new hospital. The Lord Mayor alluded to the

possibility of amalgamation with the Eye and Ear Infirmary
in Myrtle-street, which through lack of funds had nearly 50
empty beds. He suggested that a combination of the two
institutions might result in more work being done without
additional cost. The suggestion appears to be a reasonable
one and deserves the serious consideration of the managers
of both charities.

The Mi17t-supply in Liverpool and Tube’l’culosil.
Dr. Hope (the medical officer of health) has submitted a

report to the Health Committee bearing on the difficulties
in the way of securing convictions for supplying tuberculous
milk, from the fact that the Act required that the
information should be laid, and the summonses heard,
within a period less than that in which the analysis of the
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suspected milk could be completed. Dr. Hope advised the
committee to seek for an alteration of the law, which in its
present form, is practically futile.
March 13th.

SCOTLAND.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENTS.)

Health of -Edinbitrg7t.
DURING the month of February the death-rate in Edin-

burgh was 22-78 per 1000 of the estimated population. The

average death-rate in the month of February during the
preceding five years has been 20 19 per 1000. The number
of infectious diseases reported during the month was Imarkedly less than last year, being 174 as compared with
937 in February, 1899. The mortality from influenza and
its complications in February was 71, as against 41 in

January. The poorer districts of the city are still only
slightly attacked, and up to the end of February the common
lodging-houses were apparently entirely free from the disease.

Edinburgh Royal Medical Society.
On March 6th the annual President’s dinner of the

Royal Medical Society took place in the Edinburgh
University Union. The guest of the evening was Mr. Victor
Horsley. The company numbered between 60 and 70 and in-
cluded Professor Simpson, Professor Chiene, Professor
Schafer, Colonel Rooney, Colonel Warburton, and Surgeon-
Captain Horne. The chair was taken by Dr. W. J. Barclay,
one of the junior Presidents. Colonel Rooney responded to the
toast for the army and closed by proposing the healths of
"The Medical Officers who are about to proceed to South
Africa on the Staff of the Scottish Hospital." Mr.
G. L. Chiene, who is going out with his father,
replied. The chairman gave the toast of "Our Guest,
Mr. Victor Horsley." Mr. Horsley, who was received with
loud applause, referring to the complimentary remarks
regarding him made by the chairman, said that though it
was perfectly true that only by means of experimental work
had cranial surgery become possible, he thought the pro-
fession was tQo apt to forget the man to whom they owed all
surgery. In Edinburgh Lord Lister’s name ought to come
first whenever any advance in surgery was discussed. The
toast of "The Royal Medical Society " was given by Pro-
fessor Simpson. Dr. G. Mackie, the junior President, replied.
Mr. Horsley gave The University and Medical Corpora-
tions," to which Professor Chiene and Professor Schafer

replied.replied. 
Royal Society of Edinburgh.

At a meeting of the Royal Society of Edinburgh on
March 5th, after a paper on the Dynamics of Cyclones by
Mr. John Aitken, F.R S., Dr. Aitchison Robertson read a
paper on the Activity of Saliva in Diseased Conditions of the
Bodv. He placed great emphasis on the large part played
by the saliva in the digestion of starchy foods and advo-
cated a more thorough examination of the saliva in diseased
conditions.

Edinbu7’gh Medieo-Ch,.ricrgical Society.
At a meeting of this society on March 2nd there was a

discussion on the Influence of Heredity on Disease. It was

opened by Professor D. J. Hamilton of Aberdeen, and he was
followed by a few members whose names were on the billet.
By a strange lack of arrangement on the part of the officials,
and contrary to all precedent in the society, no othei
members were asked to speak and the chairman called on
the opener to reply. The debate was thus very imperfeci
and the want of tact on the part of the officials is being
much commented upon. On former occasions a discussior
of this kind has had two or three meetings devoted to it.
March 13th.

IRELAND.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPOVDETFS.

Irish TVorkh01lse Association.
THE annual meeting of the Irish Workhouse Association

was held in the Mansion House on March 9th, the Lord

Mayor occupying the chair. Lord Monteagle, in moving the

adoption of the report, referred to the fact that the Local
Government Board now required that there should be trained
nurses in every workhouse hospital, and expressed the opinion
that the matter was too important to be left entirely to

private enterprise, but that the training of nurses for work-
house hospitals should be specially facilitated or assisted by
the Government in the same way that the training of teachers
was assisted. Dr. J. W. Moore, President of the Royal
College of Physicians of Ireland, in the course of an interest-
ing speech, advocated the appointment of a medical inspector
for workhouse hospitals and infirmaries, and stated his
opinion that two or three lady guardians on each board
could work a sort of revolution. Mr. R. L. Swan, President
of the Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland, proposed the
following motion :-
That the special attention of the Executive Committee be called to

the following branches of the association’s work-(a) the conversion ofworkhouses into district hospitals as sanctioned and provided for by
Section 90 of the Local Government Act of 1898 ; (b) the establishment
of auxiliary asylums outside the workhouse for the accommodation of
harmless lunatics and sane epileptics now retained in the workhouses
without proper treatment or classification ; (c) the care of the children,
particularly by giving effect to the new regulations issued by the
Local Government Board in May last.

Lord Clonbrock made some important observations in
reference to the financial difficulties of the new and

inexperienced county councils in carrying out the hospital
reforms needed, .and Mr. Denis Walshe, coroner for South
Kilkenny, formerly medical officer of the Chorlton Hospital,
Manchester, and of the Poplar and Stepney Sick Asylum,
London, contributed a short but interesting account of the
management of English poor-law infirmaries.

Deatlz of Dr. -Y’. P. Mason of Dublin.
Dr. Thomas Peter Mason died at his residence, 45, Harcourt-

street, Dublin, on March llth. He was born in Dublin in
March, 1817, and was therefore aged 83 years. He filled the
office of physician to Mercer’s Hospital for many years,
during which time he was more or less engaged in private
practice in Dublin. It was, however, as a teacher and
lecturer on anatomy at the Ledwich School of Medicine, of
which he was a principal proprietor, that he was

once so widely known. For more than 40 years Dr. Mason
was closely identified with medical teaching in Dublin; his
name and personality have there become familiar to

hundreds, indeed thousands, of medical men now scattered
over the world. He obtained the M.B. degree of London
University in 1846, and in 1852 he became a Fellow of the
Royal College of burgeons in Ireland. It is only a few weeks
since that the death of his eldest son, Dr. Samuel R.
Mason of Merrion-square, who was also widely popular and
highly regarded, was announced.

The Infectio/M Diseases Hospital, Belfast.
The question of the site for the new Belfast Infectious

Diseases Hospital which, as reported in THE LANCET of
March 10th, the city corporation have decided by a majority
to locate at Purdysburn, has entered on a new phase owing to
the action of the governors of the Belfast Asylum who met
on March 12th. On this occasion (the usual monthly meet-
ing) Dr. W. Graham, resident medical superintendent of
the asylum, presented a report in which he submitted
that, looking to the patients’ good and successful treat-
ment, it lay as a duty on the committee to oppose by
every legitimate means the transfer of 65 acres of the
Purdysburn estate proposed to be taken by the city council
for the new infectious Diseases Hospital. Should the city
council persevere in their determination it would be
better, Dr. Graham submitted, to abandon Purdysburn
altogether and to seek another site with sufficient arable
land attached to it for the use of the asylum. He pointed
out that among the moral methods of treatment none was
so valuable as the outdoor employment of male patients
in agricultural labour, where their . excitement found its
best outlet and their morbid thoughts and feelings tended to
run into healthier channels. If occupation and amusement
could not be found for the patients the medical superintendent
submitted that it would in many cases be necessary to fall
back on the barbarous methods of treatment by secluding
them within high walls and subjecting them to mechanical
restraint. He suggested that if the committee were not
satisfied fully on this question they should ask the Irish
Government to obtain the opinion of their expert
advisers, or, if the city council so wished, ask the

highest authorities in England or Scotland whether
it was just or fair to the patients to part with so


